
7 Steps 
 

WHEN: ONE YEAR BEFORE YOUR DESIRED WEDDING DATE 

You should contact the pastor or deacon right away to set up a 

meeting. During this initial meeting, the pastor or deacon can 

determine if both parties are free to marry. He will also provide you 

with the Pre-nuptial Questionnaire you need to complete and explain Steps 2—6 of your 

Marriage Preparation Process. After this first meeting, it is strongly advised to keep in 

regular contact with the priest or deacon handling your ceremony.  

 

 

WHEN: AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER FIRST MEETING 

After meeting with the pastor or deacon, please begin completing the Pre-nuptial Questionnaire, 

which is a series of questions about your relationship as a couple. It will provide your personal 

information and details about your sacramental life. This form is an important starting place for 

determining if there are any dispensations to be granted by the diocesan office. 

 

 

WHEN: NINE MONTHS BEFORE THE WEDDING 

In addition to the Pre-nuptial Questionnaire, you will need to complete an educational component 

designed to fine-tune practical skills such as conflict resolution, decision-making, financial 

management, and communication. This will build on the knowledge you gained during your 

courtship. There are various educational programs available in the diocese and parish. The formats vary from a weekend 

retreat to multiple evening meetings. Your priest or deacon can help you select the program that best fits your needs. 

 

 

WHEN: SIX MONTHS BEFORE THE WEDDING 

Contact the Music Director to make music selections for your wedding. 

Because marriage in the Catholic Church is a liturgical celebration, 

songs played right before or during the wedding ceremony should focus 

on the religious nature of love – the love that exists between God and the couple being married – 

and the sacred character of Holy Matrimony. This means that any music which would be 

appropriate at Mass or other liturgical rites is also appropriate for your wedding. 

 

 

WHEN: SIX MONTHS BEFORE THE WEDDING 

Contact the Wedding Director to assist the bride and groom in the logistics of the wedding day. The 

main role of the Wedding Coordinator is to help lead the rehearsal on the night before the wedding, 

which involves walking through processions and the liturgy as a whole. On the day of the wedding 

the Wedding Director will assist in preparing the space (i.e. changing room for the bridal party) and with other logistical 

issues. 

 

 

WHEN: DAY BEFORE THE WEDDING 

Please be on time! Bring the Marriage License, honorariums/donations, and all participants in the 

ceremony for this essential rehearsal.  

 

 

 

WHEN: WEDDING DAY 

Bring wedding programs, a unity candle if desire and be on 

time! It is important that the wedding starts on time. Besides the 

risk of running into other scheduled masses or events, it could 

preclude you from having time for photographs in the church after the ceremony. 
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